How "European" are Europeans? Is it possible to balance national citizenship with belonging to the European Union overall? Do feelings of citizenship and belonging respond to affi liations to regions, religions, or reactionary politics? Unlike previous volumes about identity in Europe, this book's answers to these questions offer a more comprehensive view of the range of identities and new arguments about the political processes that shape identity formation. The founders of European integration promised "an ever closer union." Nationalists respond that a people should control their own destiny. This book investigates who is winning the debate. The chapters show that attitudes toward broader political communities are changing, that new ideas are gaining ground, and that long-standing trends are possibly reversing course. Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URL s for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.
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Preface and Acknowledgments xvii Several lively conversations between the editors inspired the collaboration that eventually culminated in this volume. Although we initially approached the project from somewhat different intellectual starting points, we quickly became enthused about the possibility of working together to convene a group of distinguished scholars who would refl ect upon and share their wisdom about the prospects for the emergence of a mass European identity against the backdrop of the persistence of ethnoregional, religious, and nationalist identities within the member-state countries of the European Union. For reasons upon which we elaborate in the Introduction, our impulse from the start was to privilege the role of politics in potentially impeding or facilitating the emergence of a robust European identity. Other than the essay by Marco Cinnirella and Saira Hamilton, which originally appeared in the journal Ethnic and Racial Studies 30, 3 (2007) , all of the volume's chapters were presented at a conference at the University of Notre Dame's London Center during October 17 and 18, 2008. In addition to the contributors to the book, the conference was enriched by the presence and participation of Mabel Berezin, Jytte Klausen, AbdoolKarim Vakil, Jonathan Laurence, and Juan Díez Medrano. We were especially pleased and honored to host Tariq Ramadan as the conference's keynote speaker. Thanks to the intellectual vitality of all the participants, the quality of intellectual exchange at the conference not only met but exceeded our very high expectations.
The dynamic nature of the issues raised in this volume was underscored from late 2009 forward -or approximately a year after our London conference -when several countries within the eurozone area found it impossible to refi nance their sovereign debt without being rescued by third parties. This post-2009 turn of events appeared to pose a dilemma for our project: Was the festering crisis signifi cantly eroding European political and social solidarity and thus making the question of a European identity -the central question Preface and Acknowledgments xviii of our volume -moot? As we note in the Introduction, the question is not moot; popular feelings of Europeanness and attachments to Europe have hitherto remained relatively steady even as Europe's governments impose austerity measures and disagree about how to move forward. Although the crisis has severely tested and continues to strain intermember-state and even intersocietal relations, there is still no empirical evidence that suggests that it has signifi cantly or permanently reversed the established trend toward a dual mode of identifi cation -national and European -among EU citizens. If anything, the relevance of European identity is increasing as national electorates and leaders wrestle with the challenges of whether and how to build new mechanisms and institutions to facilitate greater cross-border economic and political cooperation.
We are extremely grateful to the Nanovic Institute of European Studies for providing its generous fi nancial and operational support for the London conference. Jim McAdams, the Institute's director, immediately embraced our proposal for the conference. Moreover, throughout the planning process he offered wise scholarly and practical advice and enthusiastically committed the Institute's necessary institutional resources. Monica Caro, Nanovic's assistant director of operations, and its associate director, Anthony Monta, drew upon their experience in planning and executing conferences in effecting a pleasant and rewarding experience for all. Greg Kucich, the London Center's director of undergraduate studies, was an especially gregarious and cooperative conference facility host. The Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts at Notre Dame and the John R. Reitemeyer endowment at Trinity College generously provided the funds to create the book's index. Finally, we also wish to thank Lew Bateman of Cambridge University Press for his editorial guidance as well as two anonymous reviewers for their very helpful and insightful criticisms of the manuscript.
